Scientists’ Statement to the UN General Assembly 64t Session regarding
Progress made in Protecting Vulnerable Deep Sea Ecosystems

We the under-signed marine scientists and practitioners,

Recognizing previous statements made by scientists and practitioners to the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) highlighting concern regarding the damaging effects of bottom fishing on
deep-sea and high seas ecosystems, particularly coral and sponge communities as well as seamounts,
including inter alia: Scientists’ Statement on Protecting the World’s Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems, signed by 1452 experts, submitted in 2006; and Statement of concern to the United
Nations General Assembly regarding the risks to seamounts, cold-water corals, and other
vulnerable ecosystems of the deep-sea, signed by 142 experts and submitted in 2003;

Heartened by the steps taken by the UNGA to date to address this serious issue, particularly the
2006 Resolution 61/105 (see Annex 1, below), and the review this year of its implementation;

Encouraged by site-specific fisheries closures taken to protect some vulnerable features in some
regions, particularly the northeast Atlantic, northwest Atlantic, and southeast Pacific regions;

Encouraged also by some precautionary measures taken in the Southern Ocean, depth restrictions
in the Mediterranean and northwest Atlantic, and the “frozen footprint” in the south Pacific;

Remain concerned nonetheless by the inadequate responses of flag states and regional fisheries
management organisations (RFMOs) to the scientific requirements of UNGA Resolution 61/105 to
protect vulnerable marine ecosystems (VMEs) from the effects of bottom fishing activities, namely:

§83a) no comprehensive assessments of the effects of individual bottom fishing activities have
occurred; effects of bottom fishing are well documented in the scientific literature, but they have not
been taken into account and hence are not being managed to prevent significant adverse impacts;

§83b) no comprehensive scientific assessments of VMEs have taken place in any region; and only
limited steps have been taken to improve scientific research, data collection and sharing;

§83c) most VMEs remain unprotected despite the availability of scientific information indicating their
occurrence or likely occurrence; and, due to the lack of regional VME assessments, it is likely that
those closures that have been adopted, though commendable, are insufficient;

§83d) science-based encounter rules have not yet been put in place to define an encounter with a
VME and when fishing activities should stop; furthermore, for the northwest and northeast Atlantic,
the provisional rule (100kg live corals or 1000kg live sponges) appears arbitrary, is not science-based,
and is so large as to undermine the goal of UN Resolution 61/105;

Therefore conclude that science-based measures supporting §83 of UN Resolution 61/105 have

not yet been implemented in the time provided, and therefore recommend that flag states and
RFMOs cease to authorize fishing vessels to conduct bottom fisheries in areas beyond national
jurisdiction (as per §86) until such time that UN Resolution 61/105, especially §83, is demonstratively
implemented using the best available science.




Annex 1: paragraphs of the 2006 UN Res. 61/105 referred to in the above text

83. Calls upon regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements with the competence to
regulate bottom fisheries to adopt and implement measures, in accordance with the precautionary
approach, ecosystem approaches and international law, for their respective regulatory areas as a
matter of priority, but not later than 31 December 2008:

(a) To assess, on the basis of the best available scientific information, whether individual
bottom fishing activities would have significant adverse impacts on vulnerable marine
ecosystems, and to ensure that if it is assessed that these activities would have significant
adverse impacts, they are managed to prevent such impacts, or not authorized to proceed;

(b) To identify vulnerable marine ecosystems and determine whether bottom fishing activities
would cause significant adverse impacts to such ecosystems and the long-term sustainability
of deep sea fish stocks, inter alia, by improving scientific research and data collection and
sharing, and through new and exploratory fisheries;

() In respect of areas where vulnerable marine ecosystems, including seamounts,
hydrothermal vents and cold water corals, are known to occur or are likely to occur based on
the best available scientific information, to close such areas to bottom fishing and ensure that
such activities do not proceed unless conservation and management measures have been
established to prevent significant adverse impacts on vulnerable marine ecosystems;

(d) To require members of the regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements
to require vessels flying their flag to cease bottom fishing activities in areas where, in the
course of fishing operations, vulnerable marine ecosystems are encountered, and to report
the encounter so that appropriate measures can be adopted in respect of the relevant site;

84. Also calls upon regional fisheries management organizations or arrangements with the
competence to regulate bottom fisheries to make the measures adopted pursuant to paragraph 83 of
the present resolution publicly available;

85. Calls upon those States participating in negotiations to establish a regional fisheries management
organization or arrangement competent to regulate bottom fisheries to expedite such negotiations
and, by no later than 31 December 2007, to adopt and implement interim measures consistent with
paragraph 83 of the present resolution and make these measures publicly available;

86. Calls upon flag States to either adopt and implement measures in accordance with paragraph 83
of the present resolution, mutatis mutandis, or cease to authorize fishing vessels flying their flag to
conduct bottom fisheries in areas beyond national jurisdiction where there is no regional fisheries
management organization or arrangement with the competence to regulate such fisheries or interim
measures in accordance with paragraph 85 of the present resolution, until measures are taken in
accordance with paragraph 83 or 85 of the present resolution.
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