June 6, 2008

President George W. Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Your protection of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands in 2006 was a masterful stroke of
presidential leadership. As scientists familiar with the problems facing the world’s oceans, we
were extremely grateful to see you endorse a crucial but little-recognized conservation principle:
that the ocean has significant places worth protecting, just as we protect our most important
terrestrial ecosystems in national parks, refuges and wilderness areas.

By designating the Papahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument, you have stimulated an
international trend. In 2007, for example, the Republic of Kiribati established the Phoenix Islands
Reserve, which is now the largest no-take marine protected area in the world. We are hopeful that
you and your successors will continue this trend by protecting other superlative marine
ecosystems under United States sovereignty as National Monuments.

In this regard, we wish to call your attention to some other conservation opportunities that are
ripe for presidential action. Eight little-known US territories and possessions in the central Pacific
Ocean deserve National Monument status to better protect their abundant resident and
migratory fish and wildlife. These are the islands, ancient reefs and atolls of Baker, Howland,
Jarvis, Johnston, Kingman, Palmyra, Rose and Wake.

Our central Pacific Islands are among the world’s last relatively intact coral reef ecosystems. They
are remarkable for their diverse fish and invertebrate communities, healthy coral reefs, and
seabird colonies that are nesting and breeding habitats for millions of birds. The islands serve as
important stopover points for migrating fishes, seabirds, and other marine life, and provide
sanctuary for threatened species, such as green and hawksbill sea turtles. Several of the islands
also have played an important role in exploration, aviation and military history.

Although the eight islands are protected to some degree due to their remoteness, lack of human
inhabitants, and their wildlife refuge or military base status, they would benefit greatly from
larger surrounding ocean buffer zones to protect them, better surveillance and more active
management. Fishing, especially by foreign vessels, is a significant and growing threat that must
be deterred. Thousands of modern fishing vessels armed with geopositioning systems now search
the last corners of the world for pockets of large fishes and shellfishes, especially around remote
coral reefs, such as these. Fish populations around our central Pacific Islands could easily be
wiped out by foreign poachers in a short period of time; indeed, there are troubling signs that
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poaching already has occurred. In addition, roaming fishing vessels have grounded on the reefs
causing major damage at Kingman Reef, Rose Atoll and Palmyra Atoll.

Given the rarity of pristine coral reef islands in the Pacific in general, we believe the highest and
best use of our central Pacific Islands is as fully protected biological reserves set within larger
buffer zones of surrounding waters and seafloor. Not only do the islands merit National
Monument status in their own right because of their rich biological diversity, they also provide
essential protection against the impacts of global warming and ecological benchmarks against
which to measure the health of coral reefs and seabird populations throughout the Pacific. Studies
of these US islands will help coral ecosystem scientists and managers in other nations evaluate
environmental conditions in their own countries and set proper restoration and protection goals.

We respectfully recommend that you use your powers under the Antiquities Act to expand the
protective mantle covering our eight central Pacific Islands. We firmly believe conservation is the
best use of these ecosystems.

Sincerely,

Elliott A. Norse, Ph.D.
Marine Conservation Biology Institute

2122 122th Ave NE, Suite B-300
Bellevue WA 98004 USA

(425) 968-0449
Elliott@mcbi.org

and agreed signatories:

Sylvia A. Earle, Ph.D., National Geographic Society

Larry B. Crowder, Ph.D., Duke University Marine Laboratory

Robert H. Richmond, Ph.D., University of Hawaii

Steve Gaines, Ph.D., University of California-Santa Barbara

Les Kaufman, Ph.D., Boston University Marine Program & Conservation International
Lance E. Morgan, Ph.D., Marine Conservation Biology Institute

Les Watling, Ph.D., University of Hawaii at Manoa
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Peter Auster, Ph.D., University of Connecticut

Robert B. Dunbar, Ph.D., Stanford University

Jane Lubchenco, Ph.D., Oregon State University

Frederick Grassle, Ph.D., Rutgers University

Malcolm Hunter, Ph.D., University of Maine

Karen Eckert, Ph.D., Duke University Marine Laboratory

John Avise, Ph.D., University of California-Irvine

Charles H. Peterson, Ph.D., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
James T. Carlton, Ph.D., Williams College

P. Dee Boersma, Ph.D., University of Washington

Andrew N. Cohen, Ph.D., San Francisco Estuary Institute

Steve Palumbi, Ph.D., Stanford University, Hopkins Marine Station
Stuart Pimm, Ph.D, Duke University

Rodney Fujita, Ph.D., Environmental Defense Fund

John M. Guinotte, Ph.D., Marine Conservation Biology Institute
Paul Dayton, Ph.D., Scripps Institution of Oceanography

Larissa Sano, Ph.D., Marine Conservation Biology Institute

Sheril Kirshenbaum, Ph.D., Duke University

Kiho Kim, Ph.D., American University

Robert Steneck, Ph.D., University of Maine

James P. Barry, Ph.D., Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute
Gregor M. Cailliet, Ph.D., Moss Landing Marine Laboratories
Bruce Carlson, Ph.D., Georgia Aquarium

Eric Schultz, Ph.D., University of Connecticut

Jacob P. Kritzer, Ph.D., Environmental Defense Fund
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Mark A. Hixon, Ph.D., Oregon State University

Mark Hay, Ph.D., Georgia Institute of Technology

Robert Warner, Ph.D., University of California-Santa Barbara

Doug Rader, Ph.D., Environmental Defense Fund

Fiorenza Micheli, Ph.D., Stanford University, Hopkins Marine Station
Rom Lipcius, Ph.D., Virginia Institute of Marine Science

Judith S. Weis, Ph.D., Rutgers University-Newark

Martin P. Schreibman, Ph.D., Brooklyn College

Anthony F. Michaels, Ph.D., University of Southern California

Mark Erdmann, Ph.D., Conservation International

John J. Stachowicz, Ph.D., University of California-Davis

Emmett Duffy, Ph.D., Virginia Institute of Marine Science

John Ogden, Ph.D., University of South Florida

William E. Bemis, Ph.D., Cornell University, Shoals Marine Laboratory
Toby Garfield, Ph.D., San Francisco State University

Jeremy Jackson, Ph.D., Scripps Institution of Oceanography

John L. Largier, Ph.D., University of California-Davis

Robert T. Paine, Ph.D., University of Washington

Richard Strathmann, Ph.D., University of Washington, Friday Harbor Laboratories
Susan Williams, Ph.D., University of California-Davis

Phil Yund, Ph.D., University of New England

Kenneth Coale, Ph.D., Moss Landing Marine Laboratories

Andrew A. Rosenberg, Ph.D., University of New Hampshire

David O. Conover, Ph.D., Stony Brook University

Daniel R. Brumbaugh, Ph.D., American Museum of Natural History
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Craig R. Smith, Ph.D., University of Hawaii at Manoa

Jeffrey M. Reutter, Ph.D., Ohio State University

Stephen Sulkin, Ph.D., Western Washington University, Shannon Point Marine Center
Cindy L. Van Dover, Ph.D., Duke University Marine Laboratory

James T. Morris, Ph.D., University of South Carolina, Belle W. Baruch Institute
Samuel H. Gruber, Ph.D., University of Miami

Jo-Ann Leong, Ph.D., Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology

Benjamin S. Halpern, Ph.D., National Center for Ecological Analysis and Synthesis
John W. Tunnell Jr., Ph.D., Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

Brian Helmuth, Ph.D., University of South Carolina

Kumar Mahadevan, Ph.D., Mote Marine Laboratory

G. Carleton Ray, Ph.D., University of Virginia

George M. Woodwell, Ph.D., Woods Hole Research Center

Paul W. Gabrielson, Ph.D., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

L. Scott Quackenbush, Ph.D., Humboldt State University

Martha Groom, Ph.D., University of Washington

Ray Highsmith, Ph.D., University of Mississippi

Chris Harrold, Ph.D., Monterey Bay Aquarium

Kimberly Ritchie, Ph.D., Mote Marine Laboratory

Harvey B. Lillywhite, Ph.D., University of Florida

John Marr, Ph.D., Perry Institute for Marine Science

Mark Moline, Ph.D., California Polytechnic State University-San Luis Obispo
Michael A. Rex, Ph.D., University of Massachusetts-Boston

Peter Ortner, Ph.D., University of Miami

Charles E. Epifanio, Ph.D., University of Delaware



Lou Burnett, Ph.D., College of Charleston, Grice Marine Laboratory
Ken Sebens, Ph.D., University of Washington

Eric R. Lacy, Ph.D., Medical University of South Carolina

Dave Eggleston, Ph.D., North Carolina State University

Rick Luettich, Ph.D., University of North Carolina

Mark K. Martindale, Ph.D., University of Hawaii, Kewalo Marine Laboratory
Nancy N. Rabalais, Ph.D., Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium
Iris Anderson, Ph.D., Virginia Institute of Marine Science

Steve Colman, Ph.D., University of Minnesota-Duluth

Otis Brown, Ph.D., University of Miami

Len Lipietra, Ph.D., North Carolina State University

Harlyn Halvorson, Ph.D., Woods Hole Marine Biological Laboratory
Dana Wetzel, Ph.D., Mote Marine Laboratory

Steve LeGore, Ph.D, Association of Marine Laboratories of the Caribbean
John Cigliano, Ph.D., Cedar Crest College

Jonathan Geller, Moss Landing Marine Laboratories

Alan J. Kohn, Ph.D., University of Washington

R. Andrew Cameron, Ph.D., California Institute of Technology

Aline Tribollet, Ph.D., University of Hawaii

Robert A. Edwards, Ph.D., San Diego State University

Stuart A. Sandin, Ph.D., Scripps Institution of Oceanography

J. Wilson White, Ph.D., University of California - Davis

Liana Talaue McManus, Ph.D., University of Miami

Katherine Holmes, M.Sc., American Museum of Natural History

Craig Starger, Ph.D., Boston University

Page |6



Page |7

Brian J. Soden, Ph.D., University of Miami

John McManus, Ph.D., National Center for Coral Reef Research, University of Miami
Kimberly Selkoe, Ph.D., Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology
Sharon Swartz, Ph.D., Brown University

Kenneth Broad, Ph.D., University of Miami

Jamie Jahncke, Ph.D., PRBO Conservation Science

Raymond Waldner, Ph.D., Palm Beach Atlantic University
Ken Lindeman, Ph.D., Florida Institute of Technology
Jennifer E. Smith, Ph.D., Scripps Institution of Oceanography
Felicia Coleman, Ph.D., Florida State University

Robert K. Cowen, Ph.D., University of Miami

Laura Petes, Ph.D., Florida State University

Don Levitan, Ph.D., Florida State University

Adolphe O. Debrot, Ph.D., Carmabi Foundation

Elizabeth A. Dame, Ph.D., University of Cincinnati

Stephen Porder, Ph.D., Brown University

Christopher D. Stallings, Ph.D., Florida State University

Tim Oldread, Ph.D., Mote Marine Laboratory

Jean Kenyon, Ph.D., Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center
Douglass H. Morse, Ph.D., Brown University

Eleanor Sterling, Ph.D., American Museum of Natural History
K. David Hyrenbach, Ph.D., Hawaii Pacific University
Catherine McFadden, Ph.D., Harvey Mudd College

Cabell Davis, Ph.D., Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution

Marea E. Hatziolos, Ph.D., The World Bank
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Anthony J. Hooten, Ph.D., AJH Environmental Services

Charles Birkeland, Ph.D., University of Hawaii

Linda V. Martin Traykovski, Ph.D., Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
Andrew Bakun, Ph.D., University of Miami, Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science
Enric Sala, Ph.D., Scripps Institution of Oceanography

Jack Sobel, The Ocean Conservancy

Whitney B. Krey, M.Sc. Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution

Elizabeth Rauer, M.A., Marine Conservation Biology Institute

Joan Kleypas, Ph.D., National Center for Atmospheric Research

George Leonard, Ph.D., Ocean Conservancy

Forest Rohwer, Ph.D., San Diego State University

Terrie Klinger, Ph.D., University of Washington

Gustav Paulay, Ph.D., University of Florida

Jonathan K. Waage, Ph.D., Brown University

Robert W. Buddemeier, Ph.D., University of Kansas

Fan Tsao, MMA, Marine Conservation Biology Institute

Aja Peters-Mason, MEM, Marine Conservation Biology Institute

Ian Faloona, Ph.D., University of California — Davis

James G. Morin, Ph.D., Cornell University

Drew Harvell, Ph.D., Cornell University

William E. Bemis, Ph.D., Shoals Marine Laboratory, Cornell University
Scott Eckert, Ph.D., Duke University

Patrick N. Halpin, Ph.D., Duke University Marine Laboratory

Joe Bonaventura, Ph.D., Duke University Medical Center and Marine Laboratory

Harry W. Greene, Ph.D., Cornell University
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Andrew A. Biewener, Ph.D., Harvard University

Steven G. Morgan, Ph.D., University of California - Davis

Gonzalo Giribet, Ph.D., Harvard University Museum of Comparative Zoology
Christopher J. Marx, Ph.D., Harvard University

Stephen P. Ellner, Ph.D., Cornell University

William W. Kirby-Smith, Ph.D., Duke University Marine Laboratory
Anne Pringle, Ph.D., Harvard University

Alex Flecker, Ph.D., Cornell University

Robert Howarth, Ph.D., Cornell University

James M. Watanabe, Ph.D., Hopkins Marine Station, Sanford University
Amy McCune, Ph.D., Cornell University

Patrick Christie, Ph.D., University of Washington

Arthur H. Whiteley, Ph.D., University of Washington

Kenneth W. Bruland, Ph.D., University of California - Santa Cruz
Craig M. Young, Ph.D., Oregon Institute of Marine Biology

Sean A. Hayes, Ph.D., University of California - Santa Cruz

Barbara J. MacGregor, Ph.D., University of North Carolina

Scott A. Shaffer, Ph.D., University of California — Santa Cruz
Richard S. Ostfeld, Ph.D., Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies

Mark Carr, Ph.D., University of California - Santa Cruz

David M Fields, Ph.D., Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean Sciences
David Owens, Ph.D., Grice Marine Lab, College of Charleston

Craig Plante, Ph.D., College of Charleston

Peter A. Jumars, Ph.D., University of Maine

William D. Anderson Jr., Ph.D., Grice Marine Biological Laboratory, College of Charleston
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Peter E. Miller, Ph.D., University of California — Santa Cruz

Gorka Sancho, PH.D., College of Charleston

Robert D. Podolsky, Ph.D., College of Charleston

Brigette Volkmann-Kohlmeyer, Ph.D., IMS, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Jan Kohlmeyer, Ph.D., IMS, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Victoria J. Fabry, Ph.D., California State University San Marcos

Donald C. Potts, Ph.D., University of California - Santa Cruz

Stacey Jupiter, Ph.D., Wildlife Conservation Society

Mark R. Patterson, Ph.D., Virginia Institute of Marine Science, College of William & Mary
John R, Reinfelder, Ph.D., Rutgers The State University of New Jersey

Daria Siciliano, Ph.D., Naval Postgraduate School

Institutional affiliations are listed for identification purposes only.



