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As far from land as you can get -
establishing the Charlie Gibbs High 
Seas MPA on the Mid-Atlantic Ridge

Christian Neumann – WWF Germany 
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Wo sind wir
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• The fracture zone is a connection
between NW and NE Atlantic

• Meandering water front fuels primary
production

• Only hard structure & shallow areas
in the abyssal plain

• Large number of seamounts

Charlie Gibbs Fracture Zone

Jack Cook, Woods Hole OI 
Bathymetric map: Mar-Eco
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• Stony & soft corals
• Fishes

• Cetaceans
• Seabirds

• Wide range of 
unknown species

The area is home to

Images: Mar-Eco
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• Target to establish an ecologically
coherent network of well-managed
MPAs in the North-East Atlantic by
2010

• Including the EEZ and the High Seas

OSPAR Commission
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• Agreement to establish the Charlie Gibbs
MPA in principle (324‘000 km2)

• Agreement on a roadmap for further work
• Adoption of conservation objectives

– Water column
– Benthopelagic layer
– Benthos
– Habitats and species

of specific concern

Status quo of the process
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Human activities

• Fishing, the greatest current impact (NEAFC)
• Shipping (and -related) (IMO & - Conventions )
• Exploitation of mineral resources (ISA)

• OSPAR only has limited powers
– can „draw the question to the attention“ of the

competent authority
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Fisheries measures
North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission
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Legal uncertainties
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SummarySummary

• Charlie Gibbs MPA comprises a large 
number of seamounts, valuable
ecosystems and threatened species

• A strong institutional framework is
supportive of High Seas Conservation

• The establishment of High Seas
conservation measures is possible, but
challenging
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Thank you!


