SCIENTISTS’ STATEMENT ON THE REAUTHORIZATION OF THE
UNITED STATES’ CORAL REEF CONSERVATION ACT

July 23, 2007

fis natural and social scientists who study coral reef ecosystems and the coastal and island
communities which depend on them, we are profoundly concerned about the threats these
ecologically, economically and culturally valuable ecosystems face in the United States and
around the world.

flithough tropical coral reefs occupy less than 0.1% of the planet’s surface area, they are home to
an estimated quarter of the world’s marine species. This extraordinary biological diversity,
combined with the role reefs play in the protection of coastlines from violent storms, the natural
storehouse of pharmaceutical compounds they provide, the traditional cultural practices they
support, and the economic value they generate through tourism and fisheries, make these
ecosystems exceptionally valuable targets for marine conservation.

However, due to the impacts of primarily anthropogenic stressors and threats, coral reefs in the
United States and worldwide are declining at an alarming rate. The major threats to coral reefs
are well documented and include coastal runoff, overfishing and overharvesting, vessel impacts,
invasive species, emergent diseases, and coral bleaching induced by climate change. Last year,
two species of stony coral that were once dominant builders of reefs throughout the Caribbean,
Acropora palmata and A. cervicornis, were listed as threatened under the Endangered Species
Act. Moreover, a worldwide assessment published in 2004 by the Australian Institute of Marine
Science indicates that 20% of reefs are already lost, 24% are in critical condition (in risk of being
lost in 10-20 years), and 26% are threatened (20-40 year risk of loss).

It is not too late to save these valuable marine ecosystems, and indeed there is much more that
we can do to address the major threats. We commend the excellent work accomplished by the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Coral Reef Conservation Program
and the U.S. Coral Reef Task Force and the proactive steps taken in the reauthorization of the
Coral Reef Conservation Act by Congress and the Administration.

We further urge Congress and the Administration to adopt the strongest possible language for the
protection and conservation of coral reef ecosystems in the reauthorization of this important
legislation. Such measures could include the following:

e The increased protection of coral reef ecosystems in all U.S. waters;

¢ Increased funding for coral reef conservation, science, and management through NOAA
and the Department of the Interior to address the threats U.S. coral reefs face;

e Increased coordination between federal agencies, States, Territories and Commonwealths
to address coral reef threats on a national and regional basis; and

e Increased emphasis on “active” adaptive management for all U.S. coral reef areas to
ensure that all that can be done to enhance reef health and resilience is being done. This
action should include rigorous and continuous monitoring, assessment, and reporting of



the effects and effectiveness of federally granted activities and management regimes,
including marine protected areas, and vigorous efforts to make watershed activities
maximally compatible with coral reef survival. These efforts should encompass both the
ecological and sociological effects of management actions and include support for
community-based approaches to coral reef stewardship.

Please support a strong reauthorization of the Coral Reef Conservation Act. Thank You.

The 180 coral reef scientists from 33 states and territories are listed below.

* Affiliations are for identification only, and do not imply endorsement by the signers’
institutions.

» Signatures were collected from June through July 2007.

* Signatures are sorted alphabetically by state or territory and then by last name.

- Alabama -

Richard B. Aronson, Ph.D., Dauphin Island Sea Lab, Dauphin Island, Alabama
Debra Moore, Ph.D., Troy University, Dothan, Alabama

- Arizona -

Leah Gerber, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Arizona State University, Arizona

Richard Stoffle, Ph.D., Bureau of Applied Research in Anthropology, University of Arizona, Tucson,
Arizona

Jeffrey Wielgus, Ph.D., Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona

- California -

John C. Avise, Ph.D., The University of California at Irvine, Irvine, California

Murat Aydin, Ph.D., University of California, Irvine, California

Jonathan N. Baskin, Ph.D., California State Polytechnic University Pomona, Pomona, California
Peter Castro, Ph.D., California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, California

Caitlin Mullan Crain, Ph.D., University of California, Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz, California

Katie Cramer, Ph.D. candidate, Center for Marine Biodiversity and Conservation, Scripps Institution
of Oceanography, UCSD, La Jolla, California

Maria Damon, Ph.D. candidate, University of California, San Diego, California

Paul Detwiler, M.Sc., Dept. of Biology, San Diego State University, San Diego, California
Steve Gaines, Ph.D., University of California, Santa Barbara, California

Kristine B. Hartney, Ph.D., California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, California

Jeremy Jackson, Ph.D., Ritter Professor of Oceanography, Scripps Institution of Oceanography,
University of California, San Diego, La Jolla California

Cynthia Klepadlo, M.A., University of California at San Diego, La Jolla, California

Linda Kuhnz, M.Sc., Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute, Moss Landing, California
Jason MacKenzie, Ph.D., Museum of Vertebrate Zoology & Department of Integrative Biology,
University of California, Berkeley, California
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Elizabeth Madin, Ph.D. candidate, University of California - Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara, California
Catherine S. McFadden, Ph.D., Harvey Mudd College, Claremont, California

Fiorenza Micheli, Ph.D., Stanford University, Pacific Grove, California

Lance Morgan, Ph.D., Vice President for Science, Marine Conservation and Biology Institute, Glen
Ellen, California

John Pearse, Ph.D., University of California, Santa Cruz, California

Linwood Pendleton, Ph.D., Senior Fellow and Director of the Coastal Ocean Values Center, The
Ocean Foundation, Los Angeles, California

Melissa Roth, Ph.D. candidate, Scripps Institution of Oceanography, San Diego, California

H. Bradley Shaffer, Ph.D., Director, Center for Population Biology, University of California, Davis
Davis, California

Richard R. Vance, Ph. D., University of California, Los Angeles, California

Tali Vardi, Ph.D. candidate, Scripps Institution of Oceanography, San Diego, California

J. Wilson White, Ph.D., Department of Wildlife, Fish, and Conservation Biology, University of
California, Davis, California

Susan L. Williams, Ph.D., University of California-Davis, Davis, California

- Colorado -

Joanie Kleypas, Ph.D., Institute for the Study of Society and Environment, National Center for
Atmospheric Research, Boulder, Colorado

- Connecticut -

Peter J. Auster, Ph.D., Department of Marine Sciences, University of Connecticut, Groton,
Connecticut

- District of Colombia -

Helen E. Fox, Ph.D., Conservation Science Program, World Wildlife Fund-US, Washington, District
of Colombia

Dennis Heinemann, Ph.D., Ocean Conservancy, Washington, District of Colombia

Steven Lutz, M.A., Ocean Policy Analyst, Marine Conservation and Biology Institute, Washington,
District of Colombia

- Florida -

Kelley Anderson, M.Sc., College of Marine Science - University of South FI, St. Petersburg, Florida
Beth Babcock, Ph.D., Division of Marine Biology and Fisheries, Chief Scientist Pew Institute for
Ocean Science, Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science, University of Miami, Miami,
Florida

Andrew Baker, Ph.D., Division of Marine Biology and Fisheries, Rosenstiel School of Marine and
Atmospheric Science, University of Miami, Miami, Florida

Andrew Bakun, Ph.D., Pew Institute for Ocean Science, Rosenstiel School of Marine and
Atmospheric Science, University of Miami, Miami, Florida

Ranjeet Bhagooli, Ph.D., Division of Marine Biology and Fisheries, Rosenstiel School of Marine and
Atmospheric Science, University of Miami, Miami, Florida

Catherine Cardelus, Ph.D., University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida
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Laurent Cherubin, Ph.D., Division of Meteorology and Physical Oceanography, Rosenstiel School of
Marine and Atmospheric Science, University of Miami, Miami, Florida

Brie Cokos, M.A., Environmental Permitting/Marine Scientist, Coastal Systems International, Inc.,
Miami, Florida

Felicia Coleman, Ph. D., Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida

Carrollyn Cox, M.A., Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission, Fish and Wildlife Research
Institute, Marathon, Florida

Richard E. Dodge, Ph.D., Nova Southeastern University Oceanographic Center, National Coral Reef
Institute, Ft. Lauderdale Florida

Sarah Frias-Torres, Ph.D., M.Sc., B.Sc., University of Miami and Florida Institute of Technology,
Melbourne, Florida

Robert Ginsburg, Ph.D., Division of Marine Geology and Geophysics, Rosenstiel School of Marine
and Atmospheric Science, University of Miami, Miami, Florida

David Hastings, Ph.D., Eckerd College, St Petersburg, Florida

Kristin Kleisner, Ph.D. candidate, University of Miami, Miami, Florida

Vladimir N. Kosmynin, Ph.D., Environmental Consultant Bureau of Beaches and Coastal Systems
Department of Environmental Protection, Tallahassee, Florida

Villy Kourafalou, Ph.D., Division of Meteorology and Physical Oceanography, Rosenstiel School of
Marine and Atmospheric Science, University of Miami, Miami, Florida

Chris Langdon, Ph.D., Division of Marine Biology and Fisheries, Rosenstiel School of Marine and
Atmospheric Science, University of Miami, Miami, Florida

David Letson, Ph.D., Division of Marine Affairs and Policy, Rosenstiel School of Marine and
Atmospheric Science, University of Miami, Miami, Florida

Cynthia Lewis, M.Sc., marine research staff biologist, FWC/Fish & Wildlife Research Institute,
Marathon, Florida

Michael Lutz, Ph.D, Independent Scientist, Key Biscayne, Florida

Kerry Maxwell, M.S., Marine Research Associate, Fish and Wildlife Research Institute, Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission, Marathon, Florida

Stephen Miller, Ph.D., Center for Marine Science, University of North Carolina at Wilmington, Key
Largo, Florida

John C. Ogden, Ph.D., Florida Institute of Oceanography, University of South Florida, St. Petersburg,
Florida

Remy Okazaki, Ph.D candidate, Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science, University of
Miami, Miami, Florida

Don Olsen, Ph.D., Division of Meteorology and Physical Oceanography, Rosenstiel School of Marine
and Atmospheric Science, University of Miami, Miami, Florida

Harmut Peters, Ph.D., Meteorology and Physical Oceanography, Rosenstiel School of Marine and
Atmospheric Science, University of Miami, Miami, Florida

Ellen K. Pikitch, Ph.D., Executive Director, Pew Institute for Ocean Science, Rosenstiel School of
Marine and Atmospheric Science, University of Miami, Miami, Florida

Howard M. Prentice, Ph.D., Charles E. Schmidt College of Biomedical Science, Florida Atlantic
University, Boca Raton, Florida

Jorge Rey, Ph.D., University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida

Peter J. Rubec, Ph.D., Research Scientist, Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission, St.
Petersburg, Florida

Rachel Silverstein, Ph.D. candidate, University of Miami, Rosenstiel School of Marine and
Atomospheric Sciences, Miami, Florida

Abraham Smith, M.Sc. candidate, Nova Southeastern University, Dania Beach, Florida
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Jessica Snook, B.S., Biological Scientist I, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission,
Marathon, Florida

Christy Stephenson, M.S. candidate, University of South Florida, Florida

D. Scott Taylor, Ph.D., Brevard County Environmentally Endangered Lands Program, Melbourne,
Florida

Damaris Torres-Pulliza, M.Sc., University of South Florida-Institute for Marine Remote Sensing,
Saint Petersburg, Florida

Katie Lee Toth, B.S., Biological Scientist, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, St.
Petersburg, Florida

Nancy Voss, M.S., Division of Marine Biology and Fisheries, Rosenstiel School of Marine and
Atmospheric Science, University of Miami, Miami, Florida

Stephanie Wear, M.Sc., The Nature Conservancy, Gainesville, Florida

Priscilla Winder, Ph.D. candidate, Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution, Fort Pierce, Florida
Herman Wirshing, M.Sc., Division of Marine Biology and Fisheries, Rosenstiel School of Marine and
Atmospheric Science, University of Miami, Miami, Florida

- Georgia -

Dorinda G. Dallmeyer, M.Sc. and J.D., University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia

Gary D. Grossman, Ph.D., Distinguished Research Professor - Animal Ecology, Warnell School of
Forestry & Natural Resources , University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia

Gene S. Helfman, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, Institute of Ecology, University of Georgia, Athens,
Georgia

- Guam -

Jennifer Mcllwain, Ph.D., University of Guam Marine Lab, Guam
Barry D. Smith, M.Sc., Director, Marine Laboratory, University of Guam, Mangilao, Guam

- Hawaii -

Marlin Atkinson, Ph.D., Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology, University of Hawaii, Kanoehe, Hawaii
Brent A. Carman, B.Sc., Division of Aquatic Resources/Department of Land and Natural Resources,
State of Hawalii

Kevin L. Rhodes, Ph.D., University of Hawaii at Hilo, College of Agriculture, Forestry and Natural
Resource Mgmt., Hilo, Hawai'i

Robert Richmond, Ph.D., Pacific Biosciences Research Center, University of Hawaii at Manoa,
Honolulu, Hawaii

Alexis Rudd, M.S. candidate, the University of Hawaii at Manoa, Honolulu, Hawaii

Jennifer L. Shafer, Ph.D., Department of Geography, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, Hawai'i
Robert J. Toonen, Ph.D., The Hawai'i Institute of Marine Biology, University of Hawaii at Manoa,
Kane'ohe, Hawai'i

Alan White, Ph.D., Pew Fellow in Marine Conservation, The Nature Conservancy, Honolulu, Hawaii

- [llinois -

Bruce Patterson, Ph.D., Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago, Illinois
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Rudiger Bieler, Ph.D., Department of Zoology/Invertebrates, Field Museum of Natural History,
Chicago, Illinois

- Kansas -
Ronald R. West, Ph.D., Department of Geology, Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas
- Louisiana -

Michael Hellberg, Ph.D., Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana
Ronald B. Lachica, M.Sc., Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Louisiana

- Maine -

Suzanne Arnold, Ph.D. candidate, The University of Maine, Walpole, Maine

Ronald Butler, Ph.D., Professor of Ecology, University of Maine at Farmington, Farmington, Maine
Kara Johnson, M.Sc., College of the Atlantic/Allied Whale, Bar Harbor, Maine

Celeste V. Mosher, M.Sc. candidate, Darling Marine Center, Walpole, Maine

Robert Steneck, Ph.D, Pew Fellow in Marine Conservation, School of Marine Sciences, University of
Maine, Walpole, Maine

- Maryland -

John R. Cannon, Ph.D., University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland
Simon Pittman, Ph.D., Marine Ecologist, contracted to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, Silver Spring, Maryland

- Massachusetts -

Paul H. Barber, Ph.D., Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts

Timery S. DeBoer, M.Sc., Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts

Joshua A. Drew, M.Sc., Boston University, Woods Hole, Massachusetts

Les Kaufman, Ph.D., Pew Fellow in Marine Conservation, Boston University Marine Program,
Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts

Scott D. Kraus, Ph.D.., Vice President of Research, New England Aquarium, Boston, Massachusetts
Marianne Moore, Ph.D., Wellesley College, Wellesley, Massachusetts

- Michigan -

Kristi Klomp, Ph.D. candidate, Department of Fisheries & Wildlife, Michigan State University, East
Lansing, Michigan

- Mississippi -

Ralf Riedel, Ph.D., The University of Southern Mississippi, Mississippi
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- Nevada -
Peter F. Brussard, Ph.D., Department of Biology, University of Nevada, Reno, Nevada
- New Jersey -

Allison Candelmo, Ph.D. candidate, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, New Jersey

Simon Donner, Ph.D., Princeton University, Princeton, University, Princeton, New Jersey
Charnsmorn Hwang, Ph.D. candidate, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, New Jersey
Jessica M. Reichmuth, Ph.D. candidate, Rutgers University, Newark, New Jersey

Judith S. Weis, Ph.D., Professor of Marine Biology, Rutgers University, Newark, New Jersey

- New Mexico -

Ana Davidson, Ph.D., University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico
Kerry Griffis-Kyle, Ph.D., New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico

- New York -

Daniel R. Brumbaugh, Ph.D., Columbia University, New York, New York

Martin Mendez, Ph.D. candidate, Columbia University, New York, New York
Daniel M. Poland, Ph.D. candidate, State University of NY at Buffalo, New York
Adrienne Romanski, Ph.D. candidate, Columbia University, New York, New York
Craig J. Starger, Ph.D., Columbia University, New York, New York

- North Carolina -

Jennifer Berting, M.S. candidate, University of North Carolina Wilmington, Wilmington, North
Carolina

John Bruno, Ph.D., The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, North Carolina
lleana E. Clavijo, Ph.D., Department of Biology and Marine Biology, University of North Carolina
Wilmington, Wilmington, North Carolina

Edward DuRant, M.S., University of North Carolina at Wilmington Center for Marine Science,
Wilmington, North Carolina

Karen Eckert, Ph.D., Duke University, Beaufort, North Carolina

Robert Y. George, Ph. D., President and CEO, George Institute for Biodiversity and Sustainability,
Wilmington, North Carolina

Patrick N. Halpin, Ph.D., Director of the Geospatial Analysis Program Nicholas School of the
Environment and Earth Sciences Duke University Durham, North Carolina

Amanda Kahn, Ph.D. candidate, University of North Carolina Wilmington, Wilmington, North
Carolina

Joseph Pawlik, Ph.D., University of North Carolina Wilmington, Wilmington, North Carolina
Charles Peterson, Ph.D., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Institute of Marine Sciences,
Morehead City, North Carolina

Andrea Quattrini, M.S., Center for Marine Science, University of North Carolina Wilmington,
Wilmington, North Carolina

Robert Roer, Ph.D., Dean of the Graduate School and Research, Professor of Biology and Marine
Biology, University of North Carolina Wilmington, Wilmington, North Carolina
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Stephen Skrabal, Ph.D., University of North Carolina Wilmington, Wilmington, North Carolina
Alina M. Szmant, Ph.D., Coral Reef Research Group, UNCW-Center for Marine Science,
Wilmington North Carolina

Eric Treml, Ph.D., Nicholas School of the Environment and Earth Sciences, Duke University,
Durham, North Carolina

Shea Tuberty, Ph.D., Appalachian State University, Boone, North Carolina

Christy Visaggi, Ph.D. candidate, University of North Carolina, Wilmington, North Carolina

- Northern Mariana Islands -

John A. Starmer, M.Sc., CNMI Coastal Resources Management Office, Saipan, US Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands

- Oregon -

Scott Heppell, Ph.D., Department of Fisheries and Wildlife, Oregon State University. Corvallis,
Oregon

Mark Hixon, Ph.D., Department of Zoology, Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon

Karen McLeod, Ph.D., Department of Zoology, Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon
David Mellinger, Ph.D., Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon

Randall Moore, Ph.D., Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon

Elisha M Wood-Charlson, Ph.D. candidate, Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon

- Pennsylvania -

Kathryn Matthews, Ph.D., Dept of Earth and Environmental Science, University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

- Puerto Rico -

Richard Appeldoorn, Ph.D., Department of Marine Sciences, University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez,
Puerto Rico

Roy Armstrong, Ph.D., University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez, Puerto Rico

David Ballantine, Ph.D., University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez, Puerto Rico

Ruperto Chaparro, M.S., Director, Sea Grant College Program, University of Puerto Rico, Mayagliez
Campus, Mayaguez, Puerto Rico

Kurt Grove, Ph.D., University of Puerto Rico Sea Grant, Mayaguez, Puerto Rico

Craig Lilyestrom, Ph.D., Director of Marine Resources, Puerto Rico Department of Natural and
Environmental Resources, San Juan, Puerto Rico

Michael Nemeth, Ph.D. candidate, University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez, Puerto Rico

Francisco E. Pagan, Ph.D., Department of Marine Sciences University of Puerto Rico Mayagtiez
Campus, Puerto Rico

Hector Ruiz, Ph.D. candidate, University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez, Puerto Rico

Alberto M. Sabat, Ph.D., Department of Biology, University of Puerto Rico, San Juan, Puerto Rico
llse M. Sanders, Ph.D., Inter American University of Puerto Rico, San German, Puerto Rico

Brandi Todd, M.S. candidate, University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez, Puerto Rico

Paul M. Yoshioka, Ph.D., Dept. Marine Sciences, Univ. Puerto Rico, Mayaguez, Puerto Rico
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- South Carolina -
Garriet W. Smith, Ph.D., University of South Carolina Aiken, Aiken, South Carolina
- Texas -

Noe Barrera, M.S., Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, Texas

Gary Haralson, Ph.D. candidate, Texas A & M — Corpus Christi (TAMUCC), Corpus Christi, Texas
Matt Hubner, M.S., Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, Corpus Christi, Texas

Marion Nipper, Ph.D., Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, Corpus Christi, Texas

Thomas C. Shirley, Ph.D., Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, Corpus Christi, Texas

Kevin B. Strychar, Ph.D., Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies, Dept. of Life
Sciences, Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, Corpus Christi, Texas

John W. Tunnell, Jr., Ph.D., Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, Texas

Emily Williamson, M.S., Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, Corpus Christi, Texas

- United States Virgin Islands -
Caroline Rogers, Ph.D., US Geological Survey, St. John, United States Virgin Islands
Tyler B. Smith, Ph.D., Center for Marine and Environmental Studies, University of the Virgin
Islands, St. Thomas, United States Virgin Islands
- Utah -
Robert K. Okazaki, Ph.D., Department of Zoology, Weber State University, Ogden, Utah
- Virginia -

Judith Lang, Ph.D., Independent Coral Reef Scientist, Ophelia Virginia
Jay Odell, M.Sc., The Nature Conservancy, Richmond, Virginia

- Washington -

John Guinotte, Ph.D., Marine Conservation Biology Institute, Bellevue, Washington

Peter Morrison, M.Sc., Pacific Biodiversity Institute, Winthrop, Washington

Elliott A. Norse, Ph.D., Pew Fellow in Marine Conservation, President, Marine Conservation and
Biology Institute, Bellevue, Washington

For more information contact:

Steven Lutz, Ocean Policy Analyst, Marine Conservation Biology Institute
Telephone: (202) 546 5346, Email: Steven.Lutz@mcbi.org

www.mcbi.org
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